


     Kingdom Principles discovers the principles that make the Kingdom work.
     Have you ever read the Bible and thought, “This doesn’t make any sense? How 
does this apply to my life?” Or maybe, “How come God doesn’t answer my prayers?” 
This is not difficult to answer any of these questions, you just have to understand how 
to exercise the correct principles to each situation.
     In this class, you’ll learn how to move from information to understanding and ap-
plication of these principles. We will discover the hidden keys that unlock doors to the 
life you’ve always dreamed of: the kingdom life.
     I pray that by the end of this course, you will have a deeper understanding of the 
power and purpose of the Bible, and it is my hope for you to gain a true understand-
ing of who Jesus was, why He came, and what He expects from us in His Kingdom!

- DON CASTLEBERRY, DISCIPLESHIP PASTOR 
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2 THE KINGDOM II

Week One: Introduction
IS YOUR TRADITION RELIGION OR KINGDOM?

In this class we will discuss your original purpose for existence as well the source and meaning 
behind your life.  You will be challenged to the core of your belief system. You will evaluate 
things that you have believed your entire life and have to answer the question “is this religion 
or Kingdom?” You will experience the illumination that comes to the Word as a direct result from 
understanding the Kingdom.

THE SOURCE OF RELIGION
Religion is the most powerful force on Earth. Despite the claims of many to the contrary, everyone 
on Earth is religious. Religion is defined as the adherence to a set of beliefs that regulate the 
moral, social, and ritualistic behavior of the individual. 

“90% OF ALL NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL PROBLEMS
FACING OUR WORLD TODAY ARE THE RESULTS EITHER OF

GOVERNMENT OR RELIGION.”
-MYLES MUNROE, “KINGDOM PRINCIPLES”

PERSONAL NOTES
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Every person on Earth ultimately searches for two things in life: power and purpose. All of us look 
for meaning for our existence and the power to control our lives and our circumstances; power to 
determine the future and predict the unknown; power over death and life.

SEVEN WAYS WE SEEK POWER AND PURPOSE:
1. Religion - Having influence through traditional laws and theories .
2. Politics - Using the power of influence.
3. Money - Gaining control through materials.
4. Fame - Being widely known and recognized by many people.
5. Notoriety - Having fame enough to be widely known to the general public.
6. Recognition - Easily being recognized and feeling important.
7. Influence - Your voice, opinion, and views matter.

SEVEN WAYS ALL RELIGIONS ARE THE SAME:
1. They all promise power to control life and circumstances.
2. They all explain life and death.
3. They all claim to have the Truth.
4. They all claim superiority over all others.
5. They all compare and compete with each other. 
6. They all demand adherence to their particular belief system while denying others.
7. They all are motivated by contention and usually thrive in an isolated culture that ex-

cludes other segments of humanity. They thrive in the spirit of segregation. 

PERSONAL NOTES
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WHAT IS THE REASON FOR RELIGION?
“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the 
Earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the Earth.’” - Genesis 1:26

The first thing man was given by his Creator was a kingdom to have dominion over. This dominion 
sets the framework for all the desires, passions, and activities of mankind and is the key to his 
fulfillment as well as personal and corporate peace. 

“And the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that man should be alone; I will make him a helper 
comparable to him.’” - Genesis 2:18

THE MANDATE OF DOMINION VALIDATES MAN’S DESIRE FOR 
POWER. POWER IS NATURAL TO THE HUMAN SPIRIT.

The third chapter of Genesis explains the fall of humanity as sin entered the world, and it shows 
that while Adam had the authority, Eve had the influence.

“To the woman He said: ‘I will greatly multiply your sorrow and your conception; In pain you 
shall bring forth children; Your desire shall be for your husband, And he shall rule over you.’

Then to Adam He said, ‘Because you have heeded the voice of your wife, and have eaten 
from the tree of which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not eat of it’’” - Genesis 3:16-17

Mankind’s disobedience resulted in the loss of his dominion and kingdom, so religion be-
came the search vehicle man created to find that Kingdom.
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MISUNDERSTANDING JESUS
The most misunderstood person who has ever lived may likely be Jesus Christ. This misunderstand-
ing has caused the Muslims to reject him, Hindus to suspect him, Buddhists to ignore him, atheists 
to hate Him, and agnostics to deny him, but it may the Christians who misunderstand—and mis-
represent—Jesus the most.

Christians have misunderstood Him as the founder of a religion and have transformed His teach-
ings and His methods into customs and His activities into rituals. Yet, a simple reading of His mes-
sage reveals Jesus only had one priority: the return of the Kingdom of Heaven here on Earth.

“FROM THE VERY BEGINNING, JESUS MADE IT CLEAR THAT THE 
PRINCIPAL NEED OF THE HUMAN RACE, AND THE ONLY SOLU-

TION TO MANKIND’S DILEMMA, WAS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN. 
-MYLES MUNROE, “KINGDOM PRINCIPLES”

“From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.’” - Matthew 4:17

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” - Matthew 5:3

Jesus’s first announcement was the arrival of the Kingdom of Heaven. His solution to the malnour-
ished and bankrupt human spirit was not a religion but the Kingdom of Heaven.
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RELIGION VERSUS THE KINGDOM
1. Religion preoccupies man until he finds the Kingdom.
2. Religion is what man does until he finds the Kingdom.
3. Religion prepares man to leave Earth; the Kingdom empowers man to dominate the Earth.
4. Religion focuses on Heaven; the Kingdom focuses on Earth.
5. Religion is reaching up to God; the Kingdom is coming down to man.
6. Religion wants to escape Earth; the Kingdom seeks to bring Heaven to Earth.

What Jesus had to say about religion:

“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heav-
en against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering 
to go in... Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you travel land and sea to 
win one proselyte, and when he is won, you make him twice as much a son of hell as your-
selves.” - Matthew 23:13,15

“Then the scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, ‘Why do 
Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands when 
they eat bread.’ He answered and said to them, ‘Why do you also transgress the com-
mandment of God because of your tradition?’” - Matthew 15:1-3

“Thus you have made the commandment of God of no effect by your tradition.” 
- Matthew 15:6b

BACK TO THE KINGDOM
Christianity as a religion is well-known, well-established, well-studied, well-researched, well-re-
corded, and well-distributed; but little or nothing is known about the Kingdom. The priority is in 
propagating the Christian religion rather than the message and concepts of the Kingdom of God.

This perpetuation of the Christian religion and its rituals, customs, and writs has left a great vac-
uum in the world that must and can be filled with only one thing: the understanding of the King-
dom.
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Week Two: The Priority of the Kingdom
WHEN THE KINGDOM BECOMES PRIORITY, IT IMPACTS YOUR REALITY.
The greatest secret to living effectively on Earth is understanding the principle and power of pri-
orities. Our life is the sum total of all the decisions we make every day, and those decisions are 
determined by our priorities.

SEVEN THINGS DEFINE OUR PRIORITIES
1. The principal thing
2. Putting first things first
3. Establishing the most important thing
4. Primary focus
5. Placing in order of importance
6. Placing highest value & worth upon
7. First among all others

QUESTION TO ASK YOURSELF:
IS CHRIST REALLY THE PRIORITY OR JUST AN ADD ON IN MY LIFE?
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WHATS ON YOUR BOOKSHELF?
We all have an internal bookshelf, and what you prioritize in your life is what you place inside 
your bookshelf. This bookshelf is what the Holy Spirit uses in your life—so what are you giving 
the Holy Spirit to work with?

“But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you 
all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” - John 14:26

As the Holy Spirit brings rememberance to what you have placed on your shelf, your prayer life 
may be suffering because you have put nothing on your shelf for Him to us.

WHAT ARE YOU DOING WHILE YOU ARE HERE?
It doesn’t matter if you are a fry guy or the President, the question you will have to answer is 
how did you redeem the time? Did you waste it or redeem it? Were you faithful to you assign-
ment?

Failure to establish the correct priority will cause you to waste your most important commodities: 
your time and your energy. Ultimately, incorrect priorities will cause you to to forfeit your pur-
pose. In other words, you fail.

“Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our 
streets.’ But He will say, ‘I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart from Me, 
all you workers of iniquity.’” - Luke 13:26-27

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 
does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders 
in Your name?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you 
who practice lawlessness!’” - Matthew 7:21-23

Remember: goods things may not be God things, and good things can cause you to quit your 
purpose.
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MASLOW’S HIERARCHY OF NEEDS:
1. Water
2. Food 
3. Clothes

4. Housing
5. Protection
6. Security

7. Preservation
8. Significance

The most basic priority driving most humans is simply survival. Priority in religious prayers and 
petitions is often personal needs—human needs drive religion.

25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will 
drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body 
more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather 
into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 
Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?

28 “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: 
they neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these. 30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, 
and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little 
faith?

31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or 
‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly 
Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own 
trouble. - Matthew 6:25-34

“But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you 
as well. Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each 
day has enough trouble of its own.” - Matthew 6:33,34

The thrust of these verses is that our confidence in our Creator’s obligation and commitment to 
sustain His creation should lead us to transfer our priority from our basic human needs to the pri-
ority of cultivating and maintaining a healthy relationship with His Kingdom and with Himself.
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“But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be 
added to you.” - Matthew 6:33

BREAKING DOWN OUR ASSIGNMENT:

Our first instruction from Jesus is to seek, which means to pursue, study, explore, understand, 
learn, and more. Seekers must have a desire to know more. This is what we’re told to do first. In 
other words, the Kingdom must be our top priority.

Lastly, the word “kingdom” in this verse is basileia, the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew word 
mamlakah, translated in Genesis 1:26 as “dominion.”

A KINGDOM DOMINION IS: 
THE GOVERNING INFLUENCE OF A KING OVER HIS TERRIROTY, 

IMPACTING IT WITH HIS PERSONAL WILL, PURPOSE, AND INTENT, 
PRODUCING A CULTURE, VALUES, MORALS, AND LIFESTYLE THAT 

REFLECT THE KING’S DESIRES AND NATURE FOR HIS CITIZENS. 
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JESUS’S FINAL INSTRUCTION
Jesus’s final instruction to us is to seek also the righteousness of the Kingdom. This is another vital-
ly important concept that has been diluted in the waters of religion and must be recovered if we 
are to understand the Kingdom and experience the abundant life all humans deserve.

The word “righteousness” is from the discipline of law, not religion, and implies right positioning. 
To be righteous means to be in alignment with authority, to be in right standing with authority, to 
have correct fellowship with authority, to be in right relationship with authority, to be in legal or 
lawful alignment, and to be in correct standing with the law or regulations (principles) of and to 
fulfill the requirements of authority.

EIGHT AREAS OF SPIRITUAL ALIGNMENT
1. Spiritual Needs
2. Physical Needs
3. Social Needs
4. Emotional Needs
5. Psychological Needs
6. Financial Needs
7. Security Needs
8. Self-Significance

THE SECRET TO A FULL AND FULFILLED LIFE IS DISCOVERY, 
UNDERSTANDING, AND APPLICATION OF THE KINGDOM OF 

HEAVEN ON EARTH. RELIGION POSTPONES THE KINGDOM TO 
A FUTURE EXPERIENCE. BUT YOU MUST REMEMBER:
YOU CANNOT APPROPRIATE WHAT YOU POSTPONE. 
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Week Three: Concept of Colonization
THE KINGDOM OF GOD VERSUS THE GOVERNMENTS OF MAN.

Man’s greatest challenge has been to learn to live in peace with himself and his neighbors. Social 
order is a need in all civiilzations; we all desire order and structure.

THE NEED FOR GOVERNMENT AND ORDER IS INHERENT IN 
THE HUMAN SPIRIT AND IS A MANIFESTATION OF A DIVINE 

MANDATE GIVEN TO MANKIND BY THE CREATOR.

Reminder: 90%percent of all the national and international problems facing our world today are the result either of 
government or religion. 

EIGHT AREAS OF SPIRITUAL ALIGNMENT
“The Earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And 
the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. Then God said, “Let there be 
light”; and there was light” - Genesis 1:2,3

Here we see that the impact of a divine, invisible, supernatural government was necessary be-
cause of disorder and chaos. A little later in Genesis we find evidence of this as one of God’s 
motives for creating man.

“...in the day that the Lord God made the Earth and the heavens, before any plant of the 
field was in the Earth and before any herb of the field had grown. For the Lord God had 
not caused it to rain on the Earth, and there was no man to till the ground; but a mist went 
up from the Earth and watered the whole face of the ground.” - Genesis 2:4b-6

From these verses we see that the Creator allowed no productive growth to take place on the 
Earth because “there was no man to work the ground.” Thus, one of the principal motives for the 
creation of man was to provide a manager, administrator, and ruler of the planet Earth.
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“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the 
Earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the Earth.’” - Genesis 1:26

The first command given to man by his Creator was to establish a government on the Earth to 
destroy chaos and to maintain order. Government is God’s solution to disorder.

The logical conclusion one can derive is three parts: first, correct government is God’s idea; sec-
ond, lack of correct government always leads to chaos; and third, wherever there is chaos, the 
answer is correct government.

GOD’S INTENTION FOR EARTH WAS TO BE GOVERNED BY 
HEAVEN AND TO BE AN EXPRESSION OF HIS KINGDOM.

The fall of man was not the loss of heaven but rather the loss of the Kingdom government of Heav-
en on Earth. Any honest human taking a serious look at the conditions of our planet would have to 
conclude that Earth is in need of a new, or in this case, an alternative form of government.
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THE GOVERNMENT OF MAN VERSUS THE GOVERNMENT OF GOD
Simply stated, the Bible is about a King, a Kingdom, and a royal family of children. It’s a story 
and message are about the desire of a King to extend His Kingdom to new territories through His 
royal family. The Bible, therefore, is about government and governing.

Government: the governing body of a nation, state, or community.

Government is about order, influence, administration, distribution, protection, maintenance, ac-
countability, responsibility, and productivity. Government was first established by the command 
and mandate of God to Adam and incorporates the need to order, work, oversee, guard, and 
protect.

Both authority and power must be in balance for government to be successful. Authority has to 
do with responsibility while power has to do with ability. Authority gives power its right. As King, 
God’s authority is inherent, permanent, and essential. No one gives Him this authority, it comes 
from who He is.

THE ONLY GOVERNMENT ON EARTH THAT REPRESENTS 
INHERENT AUTHORITY IS A MONARCHY.

A king has the power and can give it to whomever he chooses. All other governments are formed 
by casting a vote or by launching a revolution. In the final analysis, all human governments are 
substitutions for the ideal, no matter how good these governments might be. 
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THE GOVERNMENTS OF MAN:

FEUDALISM
Feudalism describes a governing or ruling system that was established by virtue of the 
power of ownership. As a matter of fact, the authority in this system was called a “feudal 
lord,” meaning a landowner. 

DICTATORSHIP
Dictatorship is the form of government derived from the concept of “divine authority,” 
which is built on the belief that certain individuals are chosen by the gods or by provi-
dence to rule the masses and exercise authority over the less fortunate or so-called “inferi-
or” peoples. 

COMMUNISM
Communism is man’s attempt to control land and people by the exercise of dictatorship. 
This is why a communist state repossesses all private property and attempts to enforce 
productivity through oppression and coercion. It seeks to accomplish this by attempting to 
legislate love and sharing, an approach that never succeeds because human nature cannot 
be forced to love or to care. These behaviors result from natural motivation and internal 
convictions. No law can accomplish that. 

In essence, communism is an attempt to establish a kingdom without righteousness.

SOCIALISM
Socialism substitutes the state for the king and attempts to control society for the benefit of 
society. Absolute power corrupts absolutely, and the state loses its concern for the individu-
al as it becomes more obsessed with its own power.

DEMOCRACY
Democracy has its roots in the writings of the Greeks and is viewed by many people—
even those in the Western religions—as the perfect government. In reality, America was 
built on rebellion against a kingdom. Americans have never understood the potential 
power of a king and his kingdom because they were exposed to corrupt kings. Out of that 
fear they created a system of rule that would limit the power of a single man. However, 
The fundamental problem of democracy is its very foundation, power, and authority by 
majority vote. 
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WHAT DEMOCRACY OFFERS:
1. Checks and balances
2. Majority rule
3. Protection of individual rights
4. Opportunity for broad based rights participation in the political process 
5. Protection against monopolization

DEFECTS OF DEMOCRACY:
The biggest defect is majority rule, which legitimizes the majority’s values, beliefs, aspirations, 
and preferences. This makes the people sovereign of our lives and corporate destiny, thus be-
coming our own providential ruler and god.

This is the reemergence and manifestation of the age-old philosophy of humanism. Humanism is 
simply man becoming his own measure for morality, judgment, and justice that places man at the 
mercy of himself. Unfortunately, human history shows man makes a poor god.

In short, democracy without accountability with one greater than the people is an exercise in mo-
rale roulette.

DEMOCRACY WITHOUT GOD IS MAN’S WORSHIP AND
ELEVATION OF HIMSELF AND INTELLECT

Another flaw of democracy is that it is not absolute. Laws and concepts can move with the chang-
ing of the wind, easily influenced by the culture, which means those under democracy may easily 
give up their rights to those who rule over them.
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THE RETURN OF THE KING AND HIS KINGDOM
Those who have lived under a democracy or republic usually find it difficult, if not impossible, 
to understand or accept the concept of a kingdom, but it is the ideal, original Kingdom that the 
heart of all humanity seeks.

God is made King by right of creation, and under His rule we are not seen as servants, serfs, or 
slaves, but as family. We are royal citizens of His divine Kingdom.

THE ORIGINAL KINGDOM CONCEPT: COLONIZATION
Two things to know:

1. Every person on Earth, without exception, seeks a kingdom.
2. The kingdom concept of government, the original and first governmental concept, is far 

superior than any devised by man as it is of heavenly origin.

Colonization originated in the mind of God. God’s original purpose was to establish a manifes-
tation of His heavenly Kingdom on Earth without coming to Earth Himself.

A colonizing authority, such as a king, does not have to be present physically for colonization 
to occur. The mere presence of the influence of that authority is sufficient. As long as God could 
extend His kingly governing authority over the Earth through delegated representatives, His influ-
ence would hold sway here without the necessity of His physical presence.

“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all 
the Earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the Earth.’ So God created man in 
His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 
Then God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply; fill the Earth and 
subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every 
living thing that moves on the Earth.’” - Genesis 1:26-28
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HEAVEN’S CROWN LAND
God created the Earth as a place over which to extend His influence, but He intended to do it 
through mankind, not Himself. He designed man to be a fit colonizer of the physical world He 
wanted to colonize.

As we discussed earlier, the foundation and qualification for kingship is rightful ownership of 
land. In a kingdom, when referring to the physical land, the territory is called “crown land.” This 
implies the land is property of “the crown,” referring to the king himself. The Earth is His crown 
land.

“The Earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, the world and those who dwell therein. For He 
has founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the waters.” - Psalm 24:1-2

“The heaven, even the heavens, are the Lord’s; but the Earth He has given to the children 
of men.” - Psalm 115:16

BECAUSE GOD OWNS THE EARTH, HE CAN DO WITH IT HOW-
EVER HE PLEASES. AND IT PLEASED HIM TO GIVE IT TO MAN. 
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GOD’S COLONIAL INTENT
God never does anything to no purpose. From the very beginning, God’s intent for the Earth was 
that it be colonized. 

“For thus says the Lord, Who created the heavens, Who is God, Who formed the Earth 
and made it, Who has established it, Who did not create it in vain, Who formed it to be 
inhabited: ‘I am the Lord, and there is no other.’” - Isaiah 45:18

The concept of colonization is the most important component of a kingdom that we must under-
stand or else it will be impossible to fully grasp the essence of the message of the Bible, the 
prophets, and the focus and priority of Jesus Christ.

Colonization involves citizens of one country inhabiting foreign territory for the purpose of influ-
encing that domain with the culture and values of their native country and governing it with the 
laws of their home government.

IN SUMMATION:
1. A colony is a group of citizens established in a foreign territory to influence that do-

main for their home government. 
2. A colony is a foreign territory inhabited by citizens charged to influence that domain 

with the culture and values of their government. 
3. A colony is the presence of a distinct cultural citizenry in a foreign territory governed 

by the laws and culture of their home government. 
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HEAVEN’S CROWN LAND
Studying and understanding the concepts of the Kingdom is imporant for a few reasons:

1. First, because most of us today, particularly in the west, have never lived in a kingdom, 
the concept is completely foreign to us. We simply do not know what it is like to live un-
der a king. This might not be a problem were it not for the second reason for studying 
the Kingdom.

2. God’s government, the government of Heaven, is a kingdom, and God is the King. And 
because His Kingdom extends through all creation, encompassing both the supernatural 
and the natural realms, it covers us also, which is why we need to understand it. 

3. A third and critical reason to study and restore this concept of the kingdom is because 
the Bible is not about a religion or an organization but about a King and His Kingdom.

Although invisible to us, His Kingdom is a very real place—even more real than what we call 
reality. That natural came from the supernatural, which makes the supernatural more real. To re-
view Genesis 1:26, man was originally given an Earthly kingdom to rule over, which was perfect.

Adam and Eve were corulers who were themselves ruled only by God. They were His People, 
and He was their God. God’s Kingdom had no subjects, only citizens who were royalty in their 
own right. This is why the Bible refers to God as the King of Kings. He is the High King of Heaven 
who rules over the human king He created to rule over the Earthly kingdom.
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Week Four: Concept of King of Kings
IT’S NOT BROKEN GOVERNMENTS, IT’S BROKEN PEOPLE

The problem is not the king, kingdoms, or even forms of government, but the defects in human na-
ture that functions in any of these systems. In America, we can keep changing the president, but if 
the people do not change, it does not matter who we send to the White House.

“If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray and seek My 
face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin and heal their land.” - 2 Chronicles 7:14

AS LONG AS WE ARE BROKEN PEOPLE, WHO REFUSE TO FIND 
OUR TRUE KINGDOM PURPOSE AND IDENTITY, WE WILL ALWAYS 

DESTORY THE STRUCTURES AND SYSTEMS AROUND US.

The Kingdom concept is the only one presented, preached, and promoted by Jesus Christ 
throughout his ministry. Jesus never preached as a priority during public messages subjects like 
faith, prosperity, giving, deliverance, or even His death and resurrection. Jesus repeatedly de-
clared the Kingdom of God and Heaven as His principal message.
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THE KINGDOM MESSAGE THROUGHOUT THE BIBLE
The message of the Kingdom was preached long before Jesus arrives in the flesh:

“Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My covenant, then you shall 
be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the Earth is Mine. And you shall be 
to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall speak 
to the children of Israel.” - Exodus 19:5,6

“For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon 
His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no 
end, upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, to order it and establish it with judg-
ment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform this.” - Isaiah 9:6-7

While on Earth, Jesus’s message as clearly kingdom focused, not religiously motivated. See the 
examples for yourself:

• Matthew 4:17
• Matthew 5:3-4
• Matthew 5:20
• Matthew 6:9b-10
• Matthew 6:33
• Matthew 10:7
• Matthew 12:28
• Matthew 13:11

• Matthew 13:19a
• Matthew 13:24
• Matthew 13:31
• Matthew 13:33
• Matthew 13:44
• Matthew 13:45-46
• Matthew 13:47
• Matthew 16:19

• Matthew 18:3-4
• Matthew 18:23
• Matthew 20:1
• Matthew 21:31b
• Matthew 22:2-3
• Matthew 23:13
• Matthew 24:14
• Matthew 25:34

• Luke 8:1
• Luke 9:2
• Luke 9:10b-11
• Luke 9:27
• Luke 12:32
• Luke 22:29
• John 18:36
• John 18:37
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WHAT EXACTLY IS A KINGDOM?

MEMORIZE THIS:
A KINGDOM IS THE SOVEREIGN RULERSHIP AND GOVERNING 
INFLUENCE OF A KING OVER HIS TERRITORY, IMPACTING IT 
WITH HIS WILL, HIS INTENT, AND HIS PURPOSE, MANIFESTING A 
CULTURE AND SOCIETY REFLECTING THE KING’S NATURE, VAL-
UES, AND MORALS. A KINGDOM IS THE GOVERNING IMPACT OF 
A KING’S WILL OVER A TERRITORY OR DOMAIN, HIS INFLUENCE 
OVER A PEOPLE, AND A GOVERNMENT LED BY A KING.

Jesus said, “My kingdom is not of this world,” and “My kingdom is from another place,” clearly 
implying that He was a King. He was speaking of the Kingdom of Heaven. And while He said it 
wasn’t of or from this world, He never said His Kingdom wasn’t in this world.

“Pilate therefore said to Him, ‘Are You a king then?’
Jesus answered, ‘You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this 
cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of 
the truth hears My voice.’” - John 18:37

The truth Jesus came to testify of was that He was a King with a Kingdom. Essentially, Jesus said 
to Pilate, “I came to Earth because I am a King, and I will prove it by putting it to the test. I tes-
tify to the truth that a King is here, a Kingdom is here, and this Kingdom is available to anyone 
who wants to come in.”
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THE KING IS CENTRAL TO HIS KINGDOM
This is important both in teaching us how to think, speak, and behave as rulers as well as in 
teaching us how to relate properly to God, our High King. Note that a true king is not a dictator.

Here are three things we need to understand about this concept:

1. A king is the central component of his kingdom. 
2. A king is the ultimate and only source of authority in his kingdom. 
3. The sovereignty of a king is inherent in his royal authority. 

1. THE CENTRAL COMPONENT OF A KINGDOM
The kingdom is the king; withought the king there is no kingdom. In a kingdom, the king is the con-
stitution. His word is the law, his word is the government.

2. THE ULTIMATE AND ONLY SOURCE OF AUTHORITY.
In the Kingdom of Heaven, the authority of God the King is exclusive and absolute. His word 
is law and His will is carried out even to the farthest reaches of His realm. And God’s realm is 
infinite.

While this may seem restrictive or even despotic to someone raised in a democratic environment, 
in many ways it actually relieves a lot of pressure. If you are under a king, you can defer to the 
King’s authority and not your own.

“And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the people were astonished at His 
teaching, for He taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” -Matthew 7:28-29

3. SOVEREIGNTY IN ROYAL AUTHORITY
Sovereignty means freedom from external control. As sovereign, a king is free to do as he pleas-
es with no accountability to anyone else in the kingdom. In short, we are not the boss over God
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FOURTEEN CHARACTERISTICS OF A KING

Because kingship is by birth, a king rules for life.

“The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and 
He shall reign forever and ever!” - Revelation 11:15b

1. A KING IS NEVER VOTED INTO POWER

Democractic leaders are elected to power; totalitarian dictators seize power. A king is 
born into power.

2. A KING IS A KING BY BIRTHRIGHT

His kingship is not conferred by men. A king does not rule by will of people or power of 
force. It is simply because he was born into it.

3. A KING CANNOT BE VOTED OUT OF POWER

4. A KING’S AUTHORITY IS ABSOLUTE

When a king speaks, he speaks with absolute authority—authority that is inherent to his 
kingship and cannot be challenged by a senate, parliament, media, or will of the people.

5. A KING’S WORD IS LAW

Because a king’s authority is absolute, his word is law.

“The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; the testimony of the Lord is sure, mak-
ing wise the simple; the statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the command-
ment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; the fear of the Lord is clean, enduring 
forever; the judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether... Moreover by them 
Your servant is warned, and in keeping them there is great reward.” - Psalm 19:7-9,11
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6. A KING PERSONALLY OWNS EVERYTHING IN HIS DOMAIN

A king personally owns everything in his domain. In fact, a kingdom is the only form of 
government where the ruler owns everything and everyone.

“The Earth is the Lord’s, and all its fullness, the world and those who dwell therein.” - Psalm 24:1

“For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle on a thousand hills.’ - Psalm 50:10

7. A KING’S DECREE IS UNCHANGING

In a democratic system, laws can be amended, revised, or revoked. Dictators change and 
even reverse their own decrees whenever it suits them. They renege on their word all the 
time. But a king’s word is law. Once a king issues a decree, it cannot be changed.

“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever.” - Isaiah 40:8

“Heaven and Earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away.” 
- Matthew 24:35

8. A KING’S CHOOSES WHO WILL BE A CITIZEN

Because of his absolute authority, a king determines the standards of citizenship in his 
kingdom.

“You did not choose Me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go and bear 
fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that whatever you ask the Father in My name He 
may give you. These things I command you, that you love one another. If the world hates 
you, you know that it hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world 
would love its own. Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, 
therefore the world hates you.” - John 15:16-19
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9. A KING EMBODIES THE GOVERNMENT OF HIS KINGDOM

Wherever a king is, his entire government is present. Whenever a king speaks, his whole 
government is speaking. Whenever a king moves, the government moves with him because 
he embodies the government; the king is the government.

“Again I say to you that if two of you agree on Earth concerning anything that they ask, it 
will be done for them by My Father in heaven. For where two or three are gathered to-
gether in My name, I am there in the midst of them.” - Matthew 18:19-20

“And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, ‘All authority has been given to Me in heaven 
and on Earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 
age.’ Amen.” - Matthew 28:18-20

THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS HERE BECAUSE THE KING OF 
HEAVEN IS HERE IN THE HEARTS AND LIVES OF HIS CITIZENS 

WHO POPULATE HIS COLONY HERE. 

10. A KING’S PRESENCE IS THE PRESENCE OF HIS AUTHORITY

When a king shows up, his full authority is present. His authority does not reside in a place 
or in a document; it resides in him personally. This is why citizens of God’s Kingdom colony 
on Earth can act with kingly authority.

“Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on Earth will be bound in heaven, and whatev-
er you loose on Earth will be loosed in heaven.” - Matthew 18:18

“And whatever you ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the 
Son. If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.” - John 14:13-14
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11. A KING’S WEALTH IS MEASURED BY HIS PROPERTY

The larger and richer in resources a kingdom is, the wealthier the king, because the king 
owns everything in his kingdom. This is one of the major distinctions between a king and 
other government leaders. Kings own everything in their domain by right of birth and king-
ship. As a matter of fact, property is so tied up with a king’s identity that without it a king 
is not a king. We will discuss this more thoroughly in Chapter Six.

Why is wealth so important in a kingdom? So the king can take care of his citizens. A 
righteous and benevolent king does not amass wealth for himself but for the welfare of his 
citizens. This is why it is only in a kingdom where we truly find commonwealth; that is, the 
wealth is common to all the people.

12. A KING’S PROSPERITY IS MEASURED BY THE STATUS OF HIS CITIZENS

If the citizens are poor, the king is seen as a poor king. If the citizens are prosperous, how-
ever, the king is seen as a wealthy king.

Jesus never preached prosperity. Why not? Because prosperity is a matter of Kingdom 
business. Anyone who becomes a citizen of the Kingdom of Heaven automatically prospers 
because the King of heaven is a wealthy King—the wealthiest of all.

13. A KING’S NAME IS THE ESSENCE OF HIS AUTHORITY

A king can delegate authority to anyone he pleases to act in his name or on his behalf. 
This is often done by issuing a “king’s letter,” a royal edict signed by the king and bearing 
his official seal that authorizes the bearer to act on his authority. That is why the New Tes-
tament says that Kingdom citizens are to pray in the name of Jesus.

14. A KING’S CITIZENRY REPRESENTS HIS GLORY

Any conscientious king wants his citizens to be happy, prosperous, and content because 
their status and quality of life reflect on him. Citizens of God’s Kingdom are supposed to 
show what their King is like by the way they live, act, dress, walk, and talk. Kingdom citi-
zens are to reflect the nature and character of their King, who is righteous, just, benevo-
lent, compassionate, and full of glory.

“But the LORD upholds the righteous... I have been young, and now am old; yet I have not 
seen the righteous forsaken, nor his descendants begging bread.” - Psalm 37:17b, 25
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UNDERSTANDING THE KINGDOM CONCEPT OF LORD
Every kingdom must have a king, but it is also true that every king is automatically a lord.

Lordship is only one aspect of a king’s overall identity and status, but it is one of the most import-
ant ones. One way to put it is that while king relates to dominion, lord related to domain, which 
refers to the territory, property, or geographical area over which his dominion extends.

So king and property go together. And the word lord defines the king’s identity as “owner” of his 
domain.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF A KING’S OWNERSHIP
In a true kingdom, there is no such thing as private property owneship. Citizens are stewards, not 
owners. And as God is king over everything, he can give anything to anyone at any time accord-
ing to his own sovereign choice.

As Maker and Owner of heaven and Earth, God could give any portion of it to anyone He 
chose. And He chose to give the Earth to man, not for man to be owner but ruler/manager, or 
steward. Here are some additional references verifying God’s rights to Lordship over the prop-
erty of Earth:

• Exodus 7:5
• Psalm 8:1a
• Psalm 16:2

• Psalm 22:26-28
• Psalm 23:1
• Psalm 24:1-2

• Psalm 24:7-10
• Psalm 47:7-9
• Haggai 2:8
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In the same way as the Old Testament reveals God as King and Lord and Owner of all, the New 
Testament reveals Jesus Christ as Lord and Owner of all.

The Lordship of Jesus is also by creative rights and was a natural result of His role in the creation 
of all things both seen and unseen. In essence, we do not “make” Jesus Lord; He is Lord by cre-
ative right, whether we acknowledge Him or not. Here is a creative record that gives Him Lord-
ship rights:

• Genesis 1:1
• Genesis 1:3

• John 1:1-3
• John 1:14

• Hebrews 1:2-3a

LIVING UNDER A LORD
It is the lordship aspect of a kingdom that makes living in a kingdom better than a republic or 
any other form of national administration or rulership. Lordship in a kingdom protects the citizen-
ship from competition with their fellow citizens for national resources.

From a kingdom standpoint, then, the most important confession any of us could ever make is to 
declare, “Jesus Christ is Lord.”

“That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has 
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.” - Romans 10:9

But if we say, “Jesus is Lord,” what does that mean in practical terms? What does it mean to live 
under a “lord”?

If you say, “Jesus is Lord,” you are acknowledging His authority over you as well as your respon-
sibility to obey Him. There is no such thing as lordship without obedience.

“Then He said to them all, ‘If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and 
take up his cross daily, and follow Me.’” - Luke 9:23

“He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son 
or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does not take his cross and 
follow after Me is not worthy of Me.” - Matthew 10:37-38

“Then another of His disciples said to Him, ‘Lord, let me first go and bury my father.’
But Jesus said to him, ‘Follow Me, and let the dead bury their own dead.’” - Matthew 8:21-22
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If Jesus is Lord, He must receive first priority in your life. He is above every other love and every 
other loyalty. He is above every goal, dream, and ambition. 

“But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?” - Luke 6:46

SEVEN POINT SUMMARY
1. A KING PERSONALLY OWNS EVERYTHING IN HIS DOMAIN.
There is no private ownership in a kingdom.

2. USE OF ANYTHING IN A KINGDOM IS A PRIVILEGE.
If the king owns everything, then anything in the kingdom we use is not by our right but by 
his privilege granted to us.

3. A KING CAN GIVE OR DISTRIBUTE ANYTHING TO ANYONE IN HIS KINGDOM
Why? Because he owns it. He can shift things around any way he pleases. This is why we 
need to hold onto “our” possessions lightly. Sometimes the King will test us by telling us to 
give up something He has given us. Our response—obedience or disobedience—will re-
veal whether or not we really believe He is Lord.

5. OBEDIENCE IS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF LORDSHIP.
When we obey the King, we are simply saying to Him, “You are Lord and my life is Yours. 
Your wish is my command.” 

4. SUBMISSION TO A KING’S LORDSHIP MEANS WE HAVE NO RIGHT TO OURSELVES.
That is why the greatest confession we can ever make is the confession, “Jesus Christ is 
Lord.” The moment we say those words, we are acknowledging that we have no more right 
to our own life; it now belongs to Christ. We have put ourselves willingly under His control 
and direction and are at His beck and call. He can help Himself to our lives anytime He 
wants. 

6. THANKSGIVING IS AN ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF THE KING’S LORDSHIP. 
Daily thankfulness for food, water, clothing, shelter, and other daily needs reveals that we 
believe that the King owns all and is the source of all we have. 

7. THE WORD “LORD” CAN NEVER BE USED WITH THE WORD “BUT.”
Those two words are impossible together. We cannot say, “I love You, Lord, but...” or else 
He is not Lord. We cannot claim Him as Lord and then make excuses for not obeying Him. 
The only appropriate word to go with “Lord” is “Yes!” Either He is Lord of all, or He is not 
Lord at all. 
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Week Five: Concept of Territory
THE ESSENCE OF A KINGDOM IS PROPERTY

Land or property is the validation of a king. Remember that the first thing God created in the 
creation narrative was property in the Earth. Thus, the mandate God gave to Adam was to be 
king over a property.

WITHOUT TERRITORY, A KING IS NOT A KING.
YOU CANNOT BE KING OVER NOTHING.

God designed it this way when He created the Earth and then fashioned man in His own image 
to rule it.

“Then God said, ‘Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all 
the Earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the Earth.’ So God created man in 
His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. 
Then God blessed them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful and multiply; fill the Earth and 
subdue it; have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over every 
living thing that moves on the Earth.’” - Genesis 1:26-28

The Earth is man’s key to dominion power and his only legal territory for rulership.
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SEVEN KINGDOM PRINCIPLES OF TERRITORY
1. NO KING CAN RULE NOTHING.

A king is a ruler, which by definition requires a domain to rule over. No domain, no ruler; 
no ruler, no king. That is why God made the Earth before He made man; man could not be 
a king until he had a domain.

2. THERE IS NO KINGDOM WITHOUT A DOMAIN.

Why is the territory of a king called his domain? Because he dominates it. A territory dom-
inated by a king is called his “king dominion”, which is where we the word “kingdom”

3. THE ESSENCE OF A KINGDOM IS THE RIGHT, THE POWER, AND THE AUTHORITY OF 
THE KING TO EXERCISE COMPLETE SOVEREIGNTY OVER A DOMAIN. 

A true kingdom is one where the king has the right to rule. Rights are very important be-
cause they are the basis for authority. God has the right to rule the universe because He 
created it. 

4. THE HEART OF THE KINGDOM CONCEPT IS KING DOMAIN.

The domain of the king is the key to his kingdom because to be a king he has to have 
some domain to rule. 

5. A KING IS NOT A KING WITHOUT A DOMAIN.

This point bears repeating because many people who have no kingdom concept have trou-
ble understanding the connection between a king and his domain. This is why Christ had to 
come to Earth to get our Earthly kingdom back. We are supposed to be rulers, but without 
our territory we cannot fulfill our destiny.

6. THE WEALTH OF A KING’S DOMAIN DEFINES HIS VALUE

Territory is important to a king because the more territory he has, the richer he is. And as 
we will see later, territory—real estate—is important because it is the only form of Earthly 
wealth that never loses its value. 

7. THE LOSS OF A DOMAIN IS THE LOSS OF A KINGDOM

When Adam, the king of the Earth, rebelled against God, the High King of Heaven, he lost 
his kingdom and with it, his place as king.
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FIVE PRINCIPLES OF MAN’S EARTHLY AUTHORITY
1. THE FIRST THING GOD GAVE MAN WAS TERRITORY.

He did not give man a religion or rules to follow. He gave him land. Before man could be 
the king God created him to be, he had to have a king domain to rule over. 

2. THE EARTH WAS CREATED TO GIVE MAN’S KINGSHIP LEGITIMACY.

God gave us the Earth so that our kingship would be legal. He made Adam a king and He 
made Eve a queen equal to Adam in every way. 

3. THE DOMAIN OF EARTH IS MAN’S LEGAL RIGHT, POWER,  & AUTHORITY OF RULERSHIP. 

When God said, “Let them have dominion,” He transferred the legal rights to the Earth to 
us. He did not say, “Let us have dominion,” including Himself, because He already had His 
dominion in heaven. He said, “Let them have dominion over that territory called Earth. I’m 
going to rule heaven; My kids are going to rule Earth.”

The dominion of Earth is our legal right. God gave us that right.

4. “LET THEM” ARE KEY WORDS IN THE TRANSFER OF AUTHORITY FROM GOD TO MAN. 

God delegated authority to us because He wants us to experience rulership. He wants us 
to know what it is like to be in charge.

5. MAN’S KINGSHIP IS BY PRIVILEGE, NOT BY CREATIVE RIGHT. 

God rules by creative rights. We rule it because of privilege. We are kings by delegation, 
not by creation. God gave us rulership but not ownership. But our rulership “charter” in-
cludes a sense of ownership because He gave us sovereignty within our Earthly dominion. 

BINDING AND LOOSING
“Assuredly, I say to you, whatever you bind on Earth will be bound in heaven, and whatev-
er you loose on Earth will be loosed in heaven.” - Matthew 18:18

Many believers have been taught that this verse deals with binding and loosing demonic spirits. It 
has nothing to do with demons. Jesus is using Kingdom language.

To “bind” means to lock up or prohibit; to “loose” means to unlock or permit. On Earth we have 
dominion authority. Jesus is saying that what we prohibit on Earth, heaven will prohibit, and what 
we permit on Earth, Heaven will permit.

In the Kingdom of heaven, there is no economic crisis and there are no shortages because heav-
en’s resources are infinite. And because all Kingdom citizens are equal, there are no “have’s” and 
“have not’s”; everyone is a “have.”
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Seeing life from this perspective will require a major change of mind-set for most people. A 
change of mind is what the Bible calls “repentance.” 

“From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.’” - Matthew 4:17

He is saying, “Change your mind! Stop thinking like the world with its inadequacies and inequi-
ties, and start thinking like a Kingdom citizen! Stop operating from a worldly mind-set of ‘never 
enough’ and start operating from a Kingdom mind-set of ‘more than enough!’ The Kingdom of 
Heaven is here and everything has changed!”



40 THE KINGDOM II

Week Six: Concept of Constitution & Law
THERE IS NO NATION OR KINGDOM WITHOUT A CONSTITUTION

In a republic, the constitution is the covenant the people make with themselves and which they 
hire by vote, a governing body to keep that covenant for them and with them. In a kingdom, the 
constitution is the king’s covenant with his citizens and his kingdom. In the case of the former, the 
constitution is produced by the aspirations of the people, while in the latter case the constitution 
is initiated by the king and contains the aspirations and desires of the king for his citizens and his 
kingdom. This is the primary distinction between a kingdom and a democratic republic. 

THE PURPOSE OF A CONSTITUTION
1. The constitution of any nation has to do with the manner in which the government of 

that nation is organized. 
2. Regards to the way sovereign power is exercised. 
3. It embodies the basic laws and principles that guide that government.
4. Lays out the specific powers and duties of that government in relation both to the peo-

ple and to other nations and governments.
5. Delineates, guarantees, and protects the specific rights of the people who live under its 

jurisdiction.
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CONSTITUTION UNDER A DICTATORSHIP:
Laws areusually designed for their own benefit and enrichment at the people’s expense. 

CONSTITUTION UNDER A DEMOCRACY OR REPUBLIC:
In a republic or democracy, power lies with the people. They elect leaders to represent them and 
then petition those leaders to enact laws and policies that will benefit the electorate. In a democ-
racy the leaders are answerable to the people. Those who fail to perform adequately or who 
violate the people’s trust can be voted out and replaced.

CONSTITUTION IN A KINGDOM:
In a kingdom all power resides in the king. The king, therefore, establishes the constitution for his 
kingdom, which is the documented will, purposes, and intent of the king. It expresses the king’s 
personal desires for his kingdom and sets out the principles under which the kingdom will oper-
ate. The constitution also establishes the manner and conditions of how the king will relate to his 
people and they to him. Lastly, A kingdom constitution is stamped with the essence of the nature, 
character, and personality of the king.
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A ROYAL CONTRACT
In a kingdom, the constitution is a royal contract that the king has with his subjects—his citizens. It 
is not the contract that the citizens have with the king, and this is a very important distinction. A 
contract generated by the people is a democracy, the complete opposite of a kingdom. 

A ROYAL CONTRACT ORIGINATES COMPLETELY AND EXCLU-
SIVELY IN THE HEART, MIND, AND WILL OF THE KING. 

When God began to establish a Kingdom colony on Earth, He set out all the conditions and pa-
rameters beforehand. All Adam had to do was follow the terms.

“The Lord God planted a garden eastward in Eden, and there He put the man whom He 
had formed... Then the Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to tend 
and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden 
you may freely eat; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.’” - Genesis 2:8,15-17

This entire contractual process was completely unilateral on God’s part. Adam had no input at 
all; in fact, when the contract was drawn up, he wasn’t even around yet!

The same is true regarding God’s contract with Abraham. First, God determined what He was 
going to do and then presented Abraham with the completed contract:

“Get out of your country, from your family and from your father’s house, to a land that I 
will show you. I will make you a great nation; I will bless you and make your name great; 
and you shall be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses 
you; and in you all the families of the Earth shall be blessed.” - Genesis 12:1-3

A kingdom constitution, then, is the document that constitutes the king’s desire for his citizens. 

“For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the Lord, thoughts of peace and not 
of evil, to give you a future and a hope.” - Jeremiah 29:11
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THE KING’S WILL AND TESTATMENT
The constitution of a kingdom is the king’s will expressed in a tangible, written form that sets an 
easily measured standard as well as its terms and conditions clear for everyone.

In the Kingdom of Heaven, our constitution is the Bible. The Bible is the expressed will of the King 
in written form. It is the constitution of His Kingdom.

Will and testament are two different but related words that are both important. A will is what is 
in the mind of a person—his or her desire and intent. A testament is the physical documentation 
of a person’s will, codifying his or her desire and intent in the form of a legal document. A will 
kept in one’s head cannot be defended in court, which is why God wanted a testament that could 
be tested or contested in the court of the universe.

“Do not stifle the Holy Spirit. Do not scoff at prophecies, but test everything that is said. 
Hold on to what is good. Stay away from every kind of evil.” - 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22 
(NLT)

“‘Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this,’ 
says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour 
out so much blessing that there will not be room enough to store it.’” - Malachi 3:10 (NIV)
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SEVEN PRINCIPLES OF THE KINGDOM CONSTITUTION
1. THE SOURCE OF THE CONSTITUTION IS THE KING, NOT THE CITIZENS

We cannot change God’s constitution because we didn’t write it. That is why I believe the 
biggest conflict in the coming years will be between the Kingdom and religion. Religious 
people keep trying to adjust God’s constitution. This is absolute foolishness. The King of 
Heaven established the constitution for His Kingdom and only He can change it. But He 
won’t.

“The counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans of His heart to all generations.” 
- Psalm 33:11

“Forever, O Lord, Your word is settled in heaven.” - Psalm 119:89

“Concerning Your testimonies, I have known of old that You have founded them forever.”
- Psalm 119:152

2. THE CONSTITUTION CONTAINTS THE BENEFITS AND PRIVILEGES OF THE CITIZENS

“Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What 
shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father 
knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteous-
ness, and all these things shall be added to you.” - Matthew 6:31-33

“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. In My Father’s 
house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place 
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to 
Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.” - John 14:1-3
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3. THE KING OBLIGATES HIMSELF TO THE TENETS OF CONSTITUTION

A king and his word are the same, and when he speaks his word becomes the constitution. 
So, when a king’s word is spoken or written, the king is obligated to carry it out.

“So is my word that goes out from my mouth: It will not return to me empty, but will accom-
plish what I desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.” - Isaiah 55:11 (NIV)

4. THE CONSTITUTION CONTAINS THE RIGHTS ESTABLISHED BY THE KING FOR THE   
     CITIZENS

Rights in a constitution are important because they are the grounds for making law, which 
is the next stage. The court is the law, and the court says, “This is a legal document. Every-
thing written here he has a right to receive.” So the constitution contains your rights, and 
the laws protect them. Therefore, the constitution is the source of law; it is not the law itself. 

5. THE CONSTITUTION CANNOT BE CHANGED BY THE CITIZENS—ONLY BY THE KING

6. THE CONSTITUTION IS THE REFERENCE FOR LIFE IN THE KINGDOM

How are Kingdom citizens supposed to live? What are the values, the ethics, the mor-
al code, and standards of behavior for citizens of the Kingdom, and where can they be 
found? These can be found in the constitution. 

7. THE CONSTITUTION CONTAINS THE STATUES OF THE KINGDOM

Statues are fixed, predictable standards as well as a physical image of law.  A statute 
does not accommodate the environment. It remains consistent within the changing environ-
ment and is not impacted by the conditions around it.

Without some dependable, righteous, unchanging standard, society will collapse.
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SEVEN PRINCIPLES OF THE KINGDOM CONSTITUTION
In any civil society, the rule of law is the bedrock or order and justice. Law is produced to protect 
the constitution and secure the rights of the citizens.

THE PURPOSE OF LAWS:

1. Keep man’s instincts and drives in check
2. Protect public safety and decency 
3. Preserve moral order

EVERY KINGDOM IS GOVERNED BY LAWS. LAWS ENFORCE AND 
PROTECT THE STANDARDS BY WHICH THE KINGDOM OPERATES. 

We often think of laws as unpleasant and inconvenient demands that restrict our freedom and 
limit our options. In reality, laws are designed to free us to pursue unlimited options by providing 
a safe environment where we can live in peace, security, and confidence. 

“The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony of the Lord is sure, mak-
ing wise the simple; The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; The command-
ment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes; The fear of the Lord is clean, enduring 
forever; The judgments of the Lord are true and righteous altogether. More to be desired 
are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold; Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb 
Moreover by them Your servant is warned, And in keeping them there is great reward.”
- Psalm 19:7-11 NKJV
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WHAT DOES THE “LAW OF THE LORD” DO FOR US?
1. It revives our spirit.
2. It gives us wisdom.
3. It fills us with joy.
4. It enlightens our minds.
5. It emboldens us with confidence.
6. It enriches us with wealth much greater than Earthly riches.
7. It leaves a sweet taste in our mouths.
8. It warns us against danger and foolishness that could destroy our lives. 
9. It places us on the path to “great reward.”
10. If we allow it, the “law of the Lord” will nourish us thoroughly body, soul, and spirit. 

“But He answered and said, ‘It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every 
word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’’” - Matthew 4:4
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SEVEN PRINCIPLES OF LAW
1. ALL CREATION WAS DESIGNED TO FUNCTION BY INHERENT PRINCIPLES

Laws are observable, measurable, and repeatable because they never change.

2. THESE PRINCIPLES ARE CALLED “NATURAL LAW”

Natural law has to do with laws concerning the nature of a thing. 

3. NATURAL LAW IS THE STANDARD FOR EFFECTIVE FUNCTION OF GOD’S CREATION

If birds follow the law of nature, they live and reproduce. If plants follow the laws of na-
ture, they grow and produce fruit. God built these laws into nature, and as long as plants 
and animals follow those laws, they prosper and flourish. Violation of natural law, on the 
other hand, leads to dysfunction. Take a fish out of water, and it will malfunction and die.

4. LAWS ARE THE  KEY TO SUCCESSFUL EXISTENCE AND FULFILLMENT OF PURPOSE

As long as we acknowledge the laws of God and submit ourselves willingly to living by 
and obeying them, we too will succeed and fulfill our purpose in God’s design.

5. LAWS PROTECT PURPOSE

When we obey laws, we protect the purpose for which we were born. As long as we obey 
the laws of God, we too will live and grow and prosper. This does not mean we can earn 
right standing with God by observing a code of rules. That is only done through Jesus Christ.

6. THE PURPOSE OF LAW IS TO PROTECT THE CONSTITUTIONAL COVENANT

Laws exist to make sure that the provisions of the constitution are carried out consistent-
ly, equitably, and without prejudice for all citizens. Because God’s covenant with man is 
unilateral (meaning that we enter freely into a covenant He has already established), 
He alone can swear faithfulness. The constitutional covenant of the Kingdom of Heaven 
is backed up by the laws of God, which are the expressions of His unshakeable and un-
changing Word. 

7. LAWS ARE THE CONDITIONS OF THE COVENANT

Virtually everything we buy these days comes with a covenant of laws and conditions 
called a warranty. The manufacturer guarantees that if the product is used in accordance 
with the specified terms and conditions, it will perform as designed. If those terms and con-
ditions are violated, the warranty “covenant” is nullified, and if the product then malfunc-
tions, the manufacturer is free of responsibility.

It is no different in the Kingdom of Heaven. The King’s covenant with us specifies blessings 
and benefits for compliance as well as consequences and penalties for noncompliance.
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THE KING’S WORDS OF LAW
Laws were built into the very fabric of creation and put in place long before the first human be-
ings arrived. And yet so often, we have the arrogance and the presumption to question God or 
challenge Him about His laws and the way He runs things. In his pain and indignation, Job ended 
up trying to tell God a few things. 

That is when God spoke up and adjusted Job’s thinking: 

“Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind, and said: ‘Who is this who darkens 
counsel by words without knowledge? Now prepare yourself like a man; I will question 
you, and you shall answer Me. Where were you when I laid the foundations of the Earth? 
Tell Me, if you have understanding. Who determined its measurements? Surely you know! 
Or who stretched the line upon it? Do you know the ordinances of the heavens?
Can you set their dominion over the Earth?’” - Job 38:1-5,33

LAWS ARE BUILT INTO CREATION. AND LAWS ALWAYS
CARRY CONSEQUENCES FOR VIOLATION. 

Remember, the king’s word is law in his kingdom, and when it is written, it is called a testament. 
When repeated verbally it constitutes a commandment.

 “So Moses came and told the people all the words of the Lord and all the judgments. And 
all the people answered with one voice and said, ‘All the words which the Lord has said 
we will do.’ And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord. And he rose early in the morning, 
and built an altar at the foot of the mountain, and twelve pillars according to the twelve 
tribes of Israel.” - Exodus 24:3-4
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THE MEANING OF LAW
The most basic Hebrew word for law is “torah,” which also means, in addition to law, direction 
and instruction. In time, the word torah was used to refer to the entire body of law that Moses re-
ceived from God on Mt. Sinai and passed along to the Israelites. In this usage, torah means “the 
law,” “the direction,” and even “the Law of the Lord.”

In the New Testament we find two basic Greek words used for law. The first of these is “nomos,” 
which means “to divide out, distribute” and also “that which is assigned.” It gradually came to 
mean usage and custom and eventually meant “law as prescribed by custom, or by statute.” This 
is the word from which we get our English word norm. 

WHATEVER BECOMES ACCEPTED AS A NORM IN SOCIETY 
EVENTUALLY BECOMES A LAW OF SOCIETY.

Another meaning of “nomos” is that of a decreed law established by a state. This definition 
applies perfectly to the Kingdom of Heaven because that Kingdom is a state; it is a country. For 
citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven, the Bible is the nomos, the decreed established law of the 
Kingdom that we are pledged and obligated to obey.
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The second Greek word for law in the New Testament is “ethos,” which means custom. Ethos is less 
formal than nomos. In fact, whereas nomos came to mean decreed, established law, ethos was 
used to describe unwritten law. 

CUSTOMS QUITE OFTEN HAVE A GREATER INFLUENCE ON 
PEOPLE’S BEHAVIOR THAN ANY FORMAL LAWS. 

God never intended to write down any of His laws for us. There was no written law in the gar-
den of Eden, no written law for Abraham, no written law at all for God’s covenant people until 
the days of Moses. The King of Heaven’s intention was to write His laws on our hearts and in our 
minds so that no one would have to teach us.

It was humanity’s rebellion and separation from God that made written law necessary. We need-
ed something to restrain our baser nature and instincts and prevent us from destroying ourselves 
by uncontrolled selfishness, passion, and violence.

“But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the 
Lord: I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be My people.” - Jeremiah 31:33
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NATURAL LAW VERSUS WRITTEN LAW
First of all, written law is necessary only when natural law is absent. If we human beings were all 
law-abiding by nature, there would be no need for written law.

Second, the purpose for written law is to restore natural law to the conscience. Our consciences 
became corrupt and our likeness to our Maker became tarnished and distorted.

Third, natural law is sometimes referred to as the “spirit of the law.” Remember, Earth is a colo-
ny of Heaven, and the laws of the King of heaven should apply here as much as they do there. 
Laws produce society because they determine social relationships.

THE SPIRIT OF THE LAW REFERS TO ORIGINAL PURPOSE THAT 
WAS IN THE MIND OF THE LAWMAKER IN THE BEGINNING. 

Unwritten law is a product of the spirit of the law. When law has to be written, it is because the 
people are disobedient. Written law is a sign that the people have lost sight of the spirit of the 
law.

Any nation is only as good as the laws it enacts. Laws produce society, so whatever kind of soci-
ety we want is determined by the laws we make. The worse the laws, the worse the nation. How-
ever, bad laws do not cause a nation’s social, moral, and spiritual decline. They merely reflect a 
decline that is already underway. Laws mirror the condition of the nation.

This is why it is so important for we who are Kingdom citizens to regain our understanding of the 
“spirit of the law,” or natural law.

The laws of the King protect and preserve not only His Kingdom but also the benefits and privi-
leges of the Kingdom that are reserved for Kingdom citizens. 
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Week Seven: The Concept of Keys
EVERY NATION AND SOCIAL CIVIL SOCIETY FUNCTIONS ON LAWS 

AND CUSTOMS THAT MAKE THAT SOCIETY WORK. 
Laws and customs depend on the constitution and a body law that create a context and refer-
ence for social behavior and relating to the government and other members of the society.

In essence, all nations and kingdoms contain inherent principles and laws that must be adhered to 
by each citizen in order for the citizen to benefit from his citizenship privileges and rights. These 
laws and principles are called by Jesus, “Keys of the Kingdom.”

WE HAVE A BIG BUNCH OF KEYS CALLED SCRIPTURES.
MOST OF US DON’T KNOW HOW TO USE THEM.
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INFORMATION + APPLICATION + TRANSFORMATION
Knowledge of the Word of God is important but insufficient by itself for effective living as a be-
liever. This is because most believers lack a proper Kingdom mind-set. Part of understanding the 
Kingdom is learning how to use the keys of the Kingdom, which takes walking in the Spirit.

“I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of the flesh. For the flesh lusts 
against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these are contrary to one another, 
so that you do not do the things that you wish.” - Galatians 5:16-17

KEYS OF THE KINGDOM
One day Jesus asked his twelve disciples the most important question he’d ever ask:

“When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, saying, 
‘Who do men say that I, the Son of Man, am?’

So they said, ‘Some say John the Baptist, some Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the 
prophets.’

He said to them, ‘But who do you say that I am?’

Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.’

Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to you that 
you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not 
prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatev-
er you bind on Earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on Earth will be 
loosed[a] in heaven.’” - Matthew 16:13-19

The Greek word for church is “ecclesia,” a word that is widely misunderstood. Ecclesia is a gov-
ernmental term. It literally means “called-out ones” and was used by the Greeks to refer to the 
senate or other political groups that were chosen by the government. 
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WHAT WAS THE JOB OF THE ECCLESIA?
Their job was to take the mind of the king and turn it into legislation that could be implemented 
in the kingdom. The fact that Jesus used ecclesia to describe the body of followers that He was 
establishing tells us two things:

1. The word church itself is a political term rather than a religious term. 
2. This entire discussion about keys and about binding and loosing is not a religious but a 

political discussion. 

WHO IS THE ECCLESIA?

The ecclesia, therefore, is a secret group entrusted with secret information critical for the oper-
ation of the Kingdom. This group will be so powerful not even the gates of hades will not over-
come it. So, what is this secret information?

He says, “I will give you the keys of the kingdom.” As Kingdom citizens, we are already in the 
Kingdom; we don’t need the keys to it. What we need—and what Jesus has given us—are the 
keys of the Kingdom that will unlock the power of the Kingdom and make it work in our lives.

What this means is that we who are Kingdom citizens are supposed to be operating on a level 
that blows other people’s minds. We are supposed to be living life at a certain level where we 
are tapping into resources that others cannot explain.
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KNOWLEDGE OF THE SECRETS
The key to keys is knowledge of what the keys are for and how to use them.

“And He said, ‘To you it has been given to know the mysteries of the kingdom of God, but 
to the rest it is given in parables, that ‘Seeing they may not see, and hearing they may not 
understand.’’” - Luke 8:10

Jesus left no doubt that the Kingdom was supposed to work for His ecclesia just as it worked for 
Him, for on the night before His death He told them:

“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; 
and greater works than these he will do, because I go to My Father. And whatever you 
ask in My name, that I will do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If you ask any-
thing in My name, I will do it.” - John 14:12-14

1. We must use the right key. 
2. We must ask in Jesus’s name
3. We must use them according to His will 
4. We must use them according His purpose. 

The twelve disciples of Jesus had already seen this key activated in unforgettable fashion the 
day Jesus fed five thousand people with fives loaves of bread and two fish:

WHAT WE MUST DO TO OPERATE THE KINGDOM KEYS CORRECTLY

“But Jesus said to them, ‘They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.’

And they said to Him, ‘We have here only five loaves and two fish.’

He said, ‘Bring them here to Me.’ Then He commanded the multitudes to sit down on the 
grass. And He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed 
and broke and gave the loaves to the disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitudes. 
So they all ate and were filled, and they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments that 
remained. Now those who had eaten were about five thousand men, besides women and 
children.” - Matthew 14:16-21

They should have asked, “Which key do we use?” Instead, they said, “All we have is....” 
They were limited by what they could see, but in the Kingdom of Heaven we walk not by sight 
but by faith. 

THE LESSON JESUS WANTED THEM (AND US) TO LEARN IS 
THAT WHEN YOU KNOW THE KEYS TO THE KINGDOM SE-

CRETS, YOU WILL NEVER AGAIN SAY, “ALL I HAVE IS....” 
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SEVEN PRINCIPLES OF KEYS
1. KEYS REPRESENT AUTHORITY

If you possess a key to a place, it means you have authority in that place.

2. KEYS REPRESENT ACCESS

A key gives you instant access to everything that key opens. The secret is in knowing what 
the key opens.

When a pagan king sent his army to capture the Hebrew prophet Elisha, the prophet’s 
servant was terrified one morning to find the army surrounding the city.

“‘Alas, my master! What shall we do?’

So he answered, ‘Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those who are with 
them.’ And Elisha prayed, and said, ‘Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he may see.’ Then the 
Lord opened the eyes of the young man, and he saw. And behold, the mountain was full of 
horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. So when the Syrians came down to him, Eli-
sha prayed to the Lord, and said, ‘Strike this people, I pray, with blindness.’ And He struck 
them with blindness according to the word of Elisha.” - 2 Kings 6:15b-18

The servant was frightened, but he didn’t have a key that Elisha had. Elisha used his key to 
unlock heaven and bring down an angelic host. 

WHEN YOU HAVE THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM,
YOU HAVE NO LACK AND NO CRISIS BECAUSE THE

KING IS GREATER THAN THEM ALL.
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3. KEYS REPRESENT OWNERSHIP

When you possess the keys of the Kingdom of heaven, you have ownership of heaven on 
Earth. Jesus said, “Whatever you bind on Earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on Earth will be loosed in heaven.”

In other words, you own on Earth whatever is going on in Heaven. This means that you 
should never judge how your life is going simply by your circumstances. 

4. KEYS REPRESENT CONTROL

“So she said, ‘As the Lord your God lives, I do not have bread, only a handful of flour in a 
bin, and a little oil in a jar; and see, I am gathering a couple of sticks that I may go in and 
prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and die.’

And Elijah said to her, ‘Do not fear; go and do as you have said, but make me a small 
cake from it first, and bring it to me; and afterward make some for yourself and your son. 
For thus says the Lord God of Israel: ‘The bin of flour shall not be used up, nor shall the jar 
of oil run dry, until the day the Lord sends rain on the Earth.’’

So she went away and did according to the word of Elijah; and she and he and her house-
hold ate for many days. The bin of flour was not used up, nor did the jar of oil run dry, 
according to the word of the Lord which He spoke by Elijah.” - 1 Kings 17:12-16

Elijah was not motivated by selfishness, he was offering the woman a key. Once she took it, 
she had control over her situation.

5. KEYS REPRESENT AUTHORIZATION

Possession of keys means that you are authorized to act in the name and authority of the 
one who owns the keys. By giving us the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven, Jesus gives us the 
authority to influence Heaven. He has authorized us to act in His name and on His authority 
to request whatever we wish that is in accordance with His will and purpose.
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6. KEYS REPRESENT POWER

You have control—power—over whatever you possess the keys for. If you know how to use 
the keys, whatever they unlock is at your disposal.

The King does not want us to live as victims of the Earth’s system, so He has given us the 
ability to tap into a realm that is invisible but absolutely real and can literally affect the 
physical Earth.

7. KEYS REPRESENT FREEDOM

When you have keys, you are free to go in and out. You are free to lock and unlock, to 
open and close. The keys of the Kingdom give us freedom from fear and all the other lim-
iting emotions of an Earthly system. 

THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM ARE THE KEYS TO ULTIMATE 
TRUTH, THE KNOWLEDGE OF WHICH BRINGS TRUE LIBERTY. 

“Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, ‘If you abide in My word, you are My disci-
ples indeed. And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.’” - John 8:31-32

By “teaching,” Jesus is not referring so much to Scripture verses as much as the principles, 
laws, and precepts contained in those verses. Freedom comes in knowing the truth, but truth 
alone is not what sets you free. What sets you free is the truth you know. The keys of the 
Kingdom can bring you into the knowledge of the truth.
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SEVEN CHARACTERISTICS OF KEYS
1. KEYS ARE LAWS

They are fixed, reliable standards that never change. When used correctly, they always work. 

2. KEYS ARE PRINCIPLES

The keys of the Kingdom are principles, systems that operate under fixed laws. When He 
gives us the keys, He gives us the principles by which the Kingdom of Heaven operates. 

3. KEYS ARE SYSTEMS

Every government runs on systems: the social system, the economic system, the political sys-
tem, the educational system, etc. Knowledge of the systems and how they work is a key to 
power and influence.

The systems of the Kingdom of Heaven are beyond the reach of those outside the king-
dom and are in no danger of being disrupted or destroyed. Kingdom citizens, on the 
other hand, have access to those systems and can bring the influence of Kingdom systems 
to bear in Earthly situations. So the most important thing any of us could do is to make 
sure that we are citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven.

4. KEYS ACTIVATE FUNCTION

The keys of the Kingdom activate Heaven so that we can fully enjoy our rights and privi-
leges as Kingdom citizens. This is far more sure and secure than depending on the systems 
of the world for our enjoyment. On this point, Kingdom ambassador Paul counsels:

“Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncer-
tain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy.” - 1 Timothy 6:17
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5. KEYS INITIATE ACTION

Just as the key to a car initiates action by starting the engine, the keys of the Kingdom, 
when we know how to use them, initiate action in Heaven. 

6. KEYS ARE THE PRINCIPLES BY WHICH THE KINGDOM OF GOD OPERATE

Not only are keys principles, but specifically, keys to the operation of the Kingdom. They 
give us access to the blueprints, the schematic, the flowcharts so that we can understand 
and appropriate the inner workings of the Kingdom of Heaven.

7. KEYS CANNOT BE SUBSTITUTED BY FEELINGS, WISHFUL THINKING, OR MANIPULATION

If you are locked out of your house without a key, no amount of begging or pleading or 
wishing will make that door open.

Religion is built on feelings, emotions, wishful thinking, and manipulation. It is different with 
the Kingdom. The Kingdom of Heaven operates on keys. You can wish and feel and beg 
and plead all you want, but without the right keys, you will still be locked out of all the 
things God promised.

FEELINGS DON’T OPEN DOORS.
KEYS DO.
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THE COUNTERINTUITIVE NATURE OF KEYS
It is this very counterintuitive quality of the Kingdom of heaven that makes it so hard for the 
world to understand. This clash of systems is vividly illustrated by an encounter Jesus had one 
day with a rich young man who was interested in getting into the Kingdom:

“Now as He was going out on the road, one came running, knelt before Him, and asked 
Him, ‘Good Teacher, what shall I do that I may inherit eternal life?’

So Jesus said to him, ‘Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. 
You know the commandments: ‘Do not commit adultery,’ ‘Do not murder,’ ‘Do not steal,’ ‘Do 
not bear false witness,’ ‘Do not defraud,’ ‘Honor your father and your mother.’’

And he answered and said to Him, ‘Teacher, all these things I have kept from my youth.’

Then Jesus, looking at him, loved him, and said to him, ‘One thing you lack: Go your way, 
sell whatever you have and give to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and 
come, take up the cross, and follow Me.’

But he was sad at this word, and went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.

Then Jesus looked around and said to His disciples, ‘How hard it is for those who have rich-
es to enter the kingdom of God!’” - Mark 10:17-23

PROSPERITY IS A NATURAL PRODUCT OF KINGDOM LIVING. 
BUT WE MUST LIVE BY THE STANDARDS OF THE KINGDOM 

IN ORDER TO PROSPER IN THE KINGDOM. 
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This is why Jesus said that it is hard for a rich person to enter the Kingdom of God: The keys, the 
principles, and the systems of the Kingdom are opposite to those of the world from where they 
acquired their wealth. 

In other words, the opposite nature of Kingdom keys makes it difficult for many people to under-
stand the Kingdom. This young man had grown up in a world where you get by taking, but in the 
Kingdom you get by giving.

IGNORANCE OF KINGDOM KEYS CAN DESTROY US
“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” - Hosea 4:6a

Not understanding how the keys work not only keeps you out, it also will destroy you because the 
keys lock things away from you that would otherwise cause victory in your life.

“The blessing of the Lord makes one rich, and He adds no sorrow with it.” - Proverbs 10:22

ONCE YOU GET THE KEYS OF THE KINGDOM AND LEARN 
HOW THEY WORK, THE BLESSING OF GOD WILL BRING YOU 

WEALTH WITHOUT SORROW. 

Another factor in the difficulty people have in understanding the Kingdom is the danger of the 
fallen nature of human reasoning. Man’s rebellion against God resulted in a corrupted mind and 
conscience.

Then Jesus comes along and says, “If you want real wealth and real success, get rid of all of that. 
Give it back to the people you got it from and follow Me.” The attitude of willingness to part 
with it all is as important, and perhaps more so, than the actual act. Remember, in the Kingdom 
of Heaven we are stewards, not owners. 

Because of our fallen nature of human reasoning, the principles and keys of the Kingdom of God 
are completely foreign to the way we have been trained to think. That is why the first word Jesus 
said when He came to announce the Kingdom was, “Repent.”
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Week Eight: the Concept of Citizenship
THE MOST AWESOME POWER AND POSITION OF NATIONAL PRIV-

ILGE IS CITIZENSHIP
Citizen: A legally recognized or national of state or commonwealth, either native or naturalized.
Naturalized: Regard as or cause to appear natural, admit a foreigner to the citizenship of a country.

Citizenship is the most valuable asset of a nation. It is not easily given because of its power and 
impact. All governments defend the right of citizenship with the same fervor because of its impli-
cations. Citizenship is not membership.

RELIGIONS FUNCTION ON MEMBERSHIP, WHILE NATIONS 
AND KINGDOMS FUNCTION ON CITIZENSHIP.

If we look at the example of the United States, and bordering neighbor Mexico; it seems that 
masses of people from south of the border are clamoring to get into the United States. Why? 
What draws them to risk life, capture, imprisonment, or deportation just to cross that border?

It could for better jobs, higher pay, better health care, greater opportunities, or an all-around 
better quality of life. Fortunately, there are no fence jumping to sneak into the Kingdom.

“Jesus said to him, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me.’” - John 14:6

For many, it is the lure of even the possibility of citizenship in the most prosperous nation in the world. 
People are attracted to a nation that appears to promise a better life than the one they are living in. 
So the concept of citizenship is critical to understanding the nature of the Kingdom of heaven. 

Citizenship is necessary for the validity and legitimacy of any nation. Not only that, but citizenship is 
the most sacred privilege of a nation.
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THE POWER AND PRIVILEGE OF CITIZENSHIP
Citizenship has great power as well as great privileges. That is why people are willing to risk 
their lives and cross borders even to the point of death to pursue the hope of citizenship.

Citizenship is not only sacred, but sanctified—set apart. A citizen is part of an elite, privileged 
group. People who have lived as “subjects” of a foreign government rather than citizens under-
stand this distinction much better than people who were born citizens. The same is true for people 
who have worked very hard to earn the privilege to become a naturalized citizen of their chosen 
country. 

As a sacred privilege, citizenship is the most precious gift that any nation can give. That’s why 
there are laws to protect people from it and protect it from people. Apart from native-born cit-
izens, citizenship is neither awarded lightly nor obtained easily. We cannot allow government to 
devalue citizenship just by awarding it to everyone.

IN MATTERS OF CITIZENSHIP, THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS NO 
DIFFERENT FROM ANY OTHER COUNTRY. 

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His 
shoulder. And His name will be called wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Fa-
ther, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of His government and peace there will be no end,
Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment 
and justice from that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform 
this.” - Isaiah 9:6-7

Remember, the Kingdom of God is not a religion. It is a government with a country.
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Once people understand what a Kingdom has to offer, they clamor to get in. This is what Jesus 
was referring to when He said:

“The law and the prophets were until John. Since that time the kingdom of God has been 
preached, and everyone is pressing into it.” - Luke 16:16

Why then do we not see people clamoring to get into the churches? The reason is simple and 
sad. Most pastors don’t understand the Kingdom, so they don’t preach it or teach it. Consequent-
ly, most of the people in the churches don’t understand the Kingdom either, so they don’t model 
Kingdom living. Once people know about the Kingdom and see it modeled, they want it!

Becoming a citizen of the Kingdom of God means:

• You become powerful.
• You gain a source of personal authority.
• You can call constitutional privileges and promises.
• You have access to the full protection and advantage of the law.

In short, the constitution of the government guarantees certain valuable rights to its citizens, and 
each and every citizen has access to the same rights.

Citizenship is power-sharing. It is the conferring of a nation on an individual. You walk in with 
nothing and you leave with everything on you. A citizen shares the power of the government, and 
essentially becomes one with the government.

Everyone wants it, but unfortunately most people don’t know what it is they want, but we know 
that what all creation seeks is freedom from death and decay, which comes through becoming a 
Citizen in the Kingdom of Heaven.

“For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected 
it in hope; because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corrup-
tion into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation 
groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.” - Romans 8:20-22
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BECOMING A KINGDOM CITIZENS
All nations, including kingdoms, have citizens. And all nations require immigration status. 
The Kingdom of God is no different. Every Kingdom citizen today is a naturalized citizen. We 
emigrated from a foreign country—a “dominion of darkness” (see Col. 1:13)— where we as a 
race had been “exiled” ever since Adam’s rebellion in the garden of Eden. At that time, the hu-
man race lost citizenship in heaven.

So, is every person on Earth a “child of God”? Only by going all the way through the citizenship 
initiation process can you become a citizen. We enter the Kingdom of heaven through the process 
Jesus called being born again:

“Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.’” - John 3:3

The new birth makes us naturalized citizens of the Kingdom. It also “naturalizes” us in the sense 
that it returns us to our original “natural” state of authority and dominion over the Earth as God 
intended from the start.

When we become citizens of God’s Kingdom, it means that we voluntarily align ourselves with a 
new government and a new country, embracing its language, its ideals, and its values. 
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Voluntarily aligning ourselves against the language, ideals, and values (found in the Word of 
God) of God’s Kingdom is called rebellion. And as we see in a conversation between the proph-
et Samuel and kKing Saul, God does not tolerate voluntary rebellion:

“So Samuel said: ‘Has the Lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in 
obeying the voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to heed than 
the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and 
idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the Lord, he also has rejected you from 
being king.’” - 1 Samuel 15:22-23

HOW DO WE BECOME A CITIZEN OF THE KINGDOM
We enter the Kingdom of heaven through the process that Jesus called being “born again”: 
changing our mind and turning from our rebellion against God, placing our trust in Jesus for the 
forgiveness of our rebellion, and acknowledging Him as Lord of our lives. This “new birth” gets us 
into the Kingdom of Heaven.

Many believers call this “being saved,” but I think it is more helpful here to think of the new birth 
as the naturalization process by which we become Kingdom citizens. 

When we become citizens of God’s Kingdom, it means that we voluntarily align ourselves with a 
new government and a new country, embracing its language, its ideals, and its values. 
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THE KINGDOM CONSTITUTION IS EXPLICIT ON OUR CITIZENSHIP:
“Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the 
saints and members of the household of God.” - Ephesians 2:19

“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” - Philippians 3:20

“Giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers of the inheritance of the 
saints in the light. He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into 
the kingdom of the Son of His love.” - Colossians 1:12-13

Not only does the new birth make us citizens of Heaven, but our citizenship begins immediately. 
We are Kingdom citizens right now. Our citizenship is a present reality. We “fellow citizens” with 
God’s people. “Our citizenship is in Heaven.” God has brought us “into the kingdom of the Son.” 

Religion postpones citizenship to the future. Religious leaders tell their people, “You will be a citi-
zen... someday. You will be in the Kingdom... you will have joy later... you will be a full citizen. But 
not today. Not yet. The Kingdom has not yet come.”

RELIGION SPIRITUAL DICTATORSHIP
Religion takes advantage of creation’s desire to be free from death and decay, and postpones 
it for worldly profit, enslavement, and control. They are wrong. The Kingdom has come. Kingdom 
citizenship is never postponed. The Kingdom of God is present and functional on the Earth right 
now. 

You can never appropriate what you postpone. That’s what you call locking up the Kingdom of 
God to those who want to get in. It is for this reason that I am convinced that the greatest enemy 
of the Kingdom is religion. Religion keeps pushing the Kingdom away from people, and so the 
people suffer.
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BENEFITS OF THE KINGDOM BEING “RIGHT NOW”
• You can experience it right now.
• You can explore your citizenship right now.
• You can apply your rights right now.
• You can live in the culture where you are a citizen right now.
• You must submit to the constitutional laws and codes of conduct of your nation right now.

DUAL CITIZENSHIP
Kingdom governments exercise jurisdiction over their citizens no matter where they are. One of 
the main purposes that nations maintain embassies in other countries is to provide assistance to 
their citizens who are living or traveling away from home. That’s what they are there for. One of 
the responsibilities of any government is to take care of its citizens, whether at home or abroad.

WHAT IS THE CHURCH’S ROLE IN THE KINGDOM?
The church serves as an embassy of the Kingdom. The church is not a religious place. When Jesus 
established His ecclesia, He did not have a religious institution in mind. His purpose was to set up 
an embassy of His Kingdom.

All Kingdom citizens carry dual citizenship. Which means all Kingdom citizens are simultaneously 
citizens of the Kingdom of Heaven as well as citizens of their Earthly nation. We don’t give up 
our Earthly citizenship when we become citizens of the Kingdom. And in the same way, we don’t 
have to be in Heaven to benefit from heavenly jurisdiction.
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The Kingdom constitution says that we are in the world but not of the world. Blessings and Bene-
fits of the Kingdom follow us. We have all access.

“They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.” - John 17:16

“Then Pilate entered the Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, ‘Are You the King 
of the Jews?’... Jesus answered, ‘My kingdom is not of this world. If My kingdom were of 
this world, My servants would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews; but now 
My kingdom is not from here.’” - John 18:33,36

It is important to note here both what Jesus said as well as what He did not say. He said, “My 
kingdom is not of this world”; He did not say, “My kingdom is not in this world.” He said, “My 
kingdom is from another place”; He did not say, “My kingdom is not in this place.” As the official 
representative of the emperor, Pilate possessed kingly authority in Judea. Speaking as one king 
to another, Jesus acknowledged His kingship. In fact, He stated plainly to Pilate:

“Jesus answered, ‘You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this 
cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of 
the truth hears My voice.’” - John 18:37b

THE TRUTH IS THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN HAD ARRIVED—
THE ONLY MESSAGE JESUS PREACHED. SO CHRIST’S KING-

DOM WAS IN THE WORLD BUT NOT OF THE WORLD. 

So all Kingdom citizens possess dual citizenship in Heaven and on Earth. That status will continue 
until the day when the present Heaven and Earth pass away and the King re-creates them both. 
Then there will be no more separation because the time will have come when: 

“...He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them 
and be their God.” - Revelation 21:3b

On that day the government of Heaven will exercise full dominion over the new Earth under the 
co-regency of all kingdom citizens. 
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INVINSIBLE CITIZENSHIP
If the Kingdom of Heaven is here now, where’s the evidence of it all around us? The answer is 
very simple: we cannot see the Kingdom of Heaven because it is invisible. And so are its citizens. 
In fact, all colonial governments and citizens are invisible.

“And again He said, ‘To what shall I liken the kingdom of God? It is like leaven, which a 
woman took and hid in three measures of meal till it was all leavened.’” - Luke 13:20-21

Yeast works slowly but inexorably until all the dough feels its influence. Once mixed with the dough, 
the yeast is invisible, but if you think that means no impact, just try baking bread without it!

“Now when He was asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come, He an-
swered them and said, ‘The kingdom of God does not come with observation; nor will they 
say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you.” - Luke 17:20-21

We cannot detect it simply by observation. And if the Kingdom of God resides within its citizens, 
this means that all Kingdom citizens are invisible also. We bear no physical or outward signs that 
broadcast to the world, “I’m a Kingdom citizen!” Our citizenship must become known in other 
ways.

The only way you can actually know someone is from a particular place is by listening to them 
and observing their behavior over time. The same is true with us as Kingdom citizens. There is no 
way for people to tell by looking at us that we are citizens of the Kingdom. Our language and 
our behavior should make that known to them. In other words, they should recognize us by our 
distinct culture.

Culture is a product of the language, ideals, and values of a people or a nation. Even though 
people cannot recognize us as Kingdom citizens by our outward appearance, our distinctive lan-
guage, ideals, and values should give us away. 

OUR CULTURE SHOULD REFLECT AND REVEAL OUR CITIZEN-
SHIP AS BEING HERE BUT NOT FROM HERE, AS BEING IN THE 

WORLD BUT NOT OF THE WORLD. 
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